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Joe Biden sworn in as 46th President of the United States
The former Vice President and Senator from Delaware, Joe Biden and his Vice President, California Senator 
Kamala Harris, made history last month. Biden defeated Trump in an election fraught with controversy and 
division and Harris became the nation’s first female Vice President. The two take over a deeply divided and 
angered nation but both Congress and the Senate are controlled by democratic leaders.  Biden vowed to end that 
division and used his inauguration speech to call for unity within the nation. 
By: Sydney Umstead

On Jan 20th, 
Joseph Biden, 
former Senator 
and Vice 

President under Barack 
Obama, was sworn in as the 
46th President of the United 
States. Biden used his first act 
as President to deliver a speech 
calling on American citizens to 
unite. 

“Today, on this January day, 
my whole soul is in this, bringing 
America together, uniting our 
people, uniting our nation,” said 
Biden.  

Speaking to a significantly 
reduced and socially distanced 
audience, Biden quoted the 
first line of the Constitution 
and his forefathers, specifically 
Abraham Lincon, in his call 
to end the “uncivil war” 
of disagreement between 
opposing ideas. 

Biden mentioned opposing 
viewpoints regarding the 
pandemic, racial injustice, 
political extremism, foreign 
relation and domestic terroism. 

Specifically in regards 

to politics, he said, “Politics 
doesn’t have to be a raging 
fire destroying everything in its 
path. Every disagreement does 
not have to be the cost of total 
war.”

Biden thanked his voters 
and addressed those who did 
not vote for him, asking them 
to hear him out and give him 
a chance. He ended that plea 
with acknowlegding that some 
might never agree with him, 
saying, “That’s Democracy, 
that’s America.” 

His approximately 20 minute 
speech spoke about the power 
of a democracy, referencing the 
struggles of the Civil War, the 
Great Depression, both World 
Wars and 9/11. Biden pointed 
out that for each of these, the 
citizens of this country united 
and persevered. 

“For without unity, there is 
no peace, only bitterness and 
fury”, said Biden. “No progress, 
only exhausting outrage. No 
nation, only a state of chaos.” 

Episcopalnewsservice.com

Sworn in on a sunny but frigid January 20th, Joe 
Biden took the oath of office using a Bible that has been 
in his family since the late 1800s. His predecessor, 
Donald Trump, did not attend the ceremony but former 
presidents Barak Obama, Bill Clinton and George Bush 
did attend along with Vice President Mike Pence. 

Within hours of taking the oath, Biden reversed 
multiple excecutive orders signed by Trump including 
re-entering the Paris Climate Accord and the World 
Health Organization as well as stopping the Keystone 
XL Pipeline production and ending restrictions on 
passport holders from Muslim countries from entering 
the country. 

NatioN
 MAGA protests, riots at Capitol Hill

A large crowd of Trump supporters stormed 
the Capitol on Jan 6th in protest of the Senate’s 
certifying the election results. While a large 
number of protestors were peacful, others 
invaded the building, resulting in multiple 
injuries and four deaths. 

See Riots pg 2

NatioN

Companies produce COVID vaccine

Usatoday.com

Known as “Operation Warp Speed,” 
pharmacuetical companies nationwide took 
on the task early last year of developing a 
vaccine and finally succeeded in November. 
States have created vaccine distribution 
plans, targeting health care workers and the 
elderly first. 
By: Josh Garced

Coronavirus dominated 
the start of 2020 and 
pharmaceutical companies 
nationally and globally went to 
work practically right away to 
find a vaccine.

On March 30th, the U.S 
Department of Health & Human 
Services started a program 
called “Operation Warp Speed” 
in an attempt to create and 
disperse a COVID-19 vaccine. 
When announced publicly, 
other countries joined in to 
help find a vaccine.

“Vaccine development 
is an arduous process, 

taking about 10-15 years 
on average to accomplish,” 
stated by BioSpace, newsite. 
“But with the imminent 
worries surrounding the 
COVID-19 pandemic putting 
unprecedented pressure on 
our healthcare systems and 
economies, unprecedented 
measures needed to be put in 
place.”

See Vaccine pg 2
 

Trump acquitted

Texas battles cold, 
snow

By: Josh Garced
Pennsylvania has always 

been hotspots for snow storms 
where 6-8 inches of snow 
would pile up. People are used 
to shoveling, putting salt on 
the ground so ice won’t form 
and sometimes snow days 
for students. It wasn’t until 
recently that snow storms 
hitting states like Texas have 
been creating problems that 
quickly devastated southern 
states. 

“Frigid air, ice and snow are 
spreading through the central 
and southern states, leaving 
millions of people without 
power,” stated by The New York 
Times.

A state that has surprisingly 
had it the worst is the farthest 
southern state, Texas. Texans 
are used to warm winters but 
a snow storm and plummeting 
temperatures last month 
covered roads in snow and ice. 
Many neighborhoods and cities 
experienced power outages. 
Shockingly two men died due 
to the harsh conditions. 

“Two people have died in 
Texas, likely due to below-
freezing temperatures and 
power outages,” stated The 
Guardian, an online news 
source. “Most of the state 
capital of Austin had no power 
and some were resorting to 
sleeping in their cars while 
running the engine for warmth.”

By: Sydney Umstead
Former President Donald 

Trump was acquitted by the 
Senate for the second time 
after Articles of Impeachment 
were filed against him accusing 
of inciting the Jan 6th riots at 
the Capitol building. 

A two thirds vote was 
required to find Trump guilty 
but that meant 17 Republican 
Senators would have had to 
vote against him.  Only seven 
did, including Pat Toomey.

After the vote, Trump 
released a statement thanking 
his supporters and alluding to 
a return to the political arena in 
the future. 
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Progress did not show until 
the middle of summer. Two phar-
maceutical companies leading 
the search were Moderna and 
Pfizer. Both published their clini-
cal trial data with promising re-
sults. These initial trials were 
worth a range of 31 to 68 mil-
lion dollars just to create a vac-
cine, according to Medical News 
Today. The results, however, 
showed the vaccines were only 
working in animals but it did 
take a step to finding a vaccine 
that worked for humans. 

“Given these promising re-
sults, Phase III trials immedi-
ately began enrollment, with 
Moderna focusing their efforts 
within the U.S. and Pfizer taking 
a more global approach,” stated 
by BioSpace, newsite

After months of stress induc-
ing research and not getting the 
intended result, Pfizer was final-
ly able to create a vaccine in the 

fall of 2020. The vaccine comes 
in two doses. The U.S. was the 
latest to join Canada and the UK 
in accepting the vaccine. There 
is some skepticism about how 
effective this vaccine really is 
because of how fast it was de-
veloped. However, officials have 
found the vaccine to be very ef-
fective.

“The Covid-19 vaccine being 
developed by Pfizer has been 
found to be 94% effective in pre-
venting infection in older adults 
aged over 65, as phase 3 trials 
are concluded,” reported Pulse.

With distribution being left 
up to the states, some states 
are ahead of others. Virginia, for 
example, is already in its sec-
ond phase of distribution while 
Pennsylvania’s rate varies by 
counties and many are report-
ing difficulty in getting the vac-
cines. 

Vaccine, continued from pg 1By: Sydney Umstead
On Jan 6th, supporters of 

former President Donald Trump 
protested outside the Capitol 
Hill during the counting of the 
electoral college votes. 

The rioters took pictures 
of government documents 
and stole from the building. 
One stole the Speaker of the 
House’s podium and another 
left a threatening note for Sena-
tor Nancy Pelosi. These events 
have sparked concern for many 
Americans about what is next 
for the future of the country and 
what damage this has inflicted 
upon democracy. 

“In protecting our Constitu-
tion and our Democracy, we will 
act with urgency, because this 
President represents an immi-
nent threat to both,” said Nancy 
Pelosi in the letter to Democrats 
on January 10th. 

According to the New York 
Times, seven Trump officials re-
signed in the aftermath, includ-

ing Matthew Pottinger, Deputy 
national security advisor, follow-
ing the incident at Capitol Hill. 
Vice President Mike Pence also 
spoke out against Trump amidst 
the riots. 

Trump met the protestors at 
a rally before the attack on the 
Capitol where he talked of the 
theft that he believes to have oc-
curred within the election, and 
an attack on fake news. In the 
speech he tells his supporters, 
“to not concede”. 

Since the riot, 125 federal 
arrests have been made, ac-
cording to the New York Times. 
As of January 22nd, Pelosi sub-
mitted the articles on Monday 
Jan 25th. Trump was acquitted 
in the Senate mid-February.

Riots, continued from pg 1

Statistics, true stories, politicians back calls to “Defund the Police”
Defunding the police is not just a Black Lives Matter goal and it simply is not  about getting rid of law enforcement com-

pletely. Furthermore, it is not necessarily rooted in racism, either. The call to change police funding is based upon statistics 
and occurences and these two things reveal there is a problem. 

By: Sydney Umstead

Many people 
think the call 
to “defund the 
the police” is 

part of the racial tension in the 
country. Yes, Black Lives Matter 
supports the movement but that 
does not make the matter a ra-

cial one even if the majority of 
police brutality incidents involve 
African Americans.

Defunding is also an inade-
quate term to use for the cause. 
What proponents of the move-
ment want, ideally, is federal, 
state and local funding for more 
than just police officers when it 

comes to law enforcement. They 
seek funding for community out-
reach programs, character edu-
cation and more social workers 
as a way to deter crime and be 
proactive instead of reactive.

“Affluent white suburbs also 
design their own lives so that 
they walk through the world 
without having much interrupt 
or interaction with police at all, 
aside from community events 
and speeding tickets (and many 
of these communities try to re-
duce these too!)” said Alexan-
dria Ocasio Cortez, Senator (D-
NY). “Just starting THERE would 
be a dramatically and radically 
different world than what we’re 
experiencing now.”

There have been many un-
deniable instances of police 
brutality throughout the recent 
years, proving there is a need 
for funding in other areas of 
law enforcement. One instance 
is the murder of Atatiana Jef-
ferson. Jefferson was shot and 
killed through the window of her 
home, with her 8 year nephew 

as a witness. A neighbor called 
the police concerned simply be-
cause Jefferson’s door was left 
open. 

“There was no good cause, 
no reason for that man to jump 
the fence and to attack her in 
the way that he did, except that 
he was not properly trained, not 
properly supervised, not previ-
ously reprimanded and repro-
grammed,” said Tanika J Solo-
man, attorney, in an interview 
with NBC. 

The neighbor's call was strict-
ly one just saying it wasn’t typi-
cal of Jefferson to leave the door 
open. The officers responded to 
this as a call for “open struc-
ture’ which means that anything 
could be occurring from a rob-
bery to a break in. They did not 
treat this call as a welfare check 
and they should have. Had the 
officer been trained to knock 
first, a woman may still be alive 
today. The sad reality is this is 
one of many cases of police bru-
tality dating all the way back to 
the Civil Rights Movement.  

The accounts of African 
American men and women 
killed by a police officer’s bullet 
or other action go on. Yes, some 
occurrences, after further inves-
tigation, are justified but others, 
far too many others, are not. The 
root of the problem is not nec-
essarily racism, either, although 
many are quick to lay the blame 
there.  The cause is not what is 
important; it is the solution that 
matters more. 

Defunding the police does 
not mean disbanding law en-
forcement. It simply means redi-
recting some of the funding into 
crime prevention and deterrent 
areas like community outreach 
programs, increasing access to 
social workers and additional 
training for law enforcement of-
ficers. It means something has 
to change. The statistics and 
stories prove change is needed. 

MotherJones.com

The killing of George Floyd in May of 2020 was the 
latest event in a string of occurences that have put law 
enforcement as a whole under the microscope. 

Vox.com
Bloomberg.com

The graphs on each 
side show the disparity of 
police brutality occurenc-
es among different races. 
While the one on the right  
shows closer percentages 
between black and white 
people who were killed 
while not attacking, the 
graph on the left shows 
an bigger disparity when 
removing that qualifier. 



3 oPiNioN

editoRial Policy oF BeaR Facts
tHe BeaR Facts is tHe oFFicial studeNt NewsPaPeR at PleasaNt Valley 

HigH scHool. its PRimaRy PuRPose is to iNFoRm, iNteRPRet aNd eNteRtaiN 
tHRougH accuRate aNd Factual RePoRts. it will stRiVe to Be accuRate, 
FaiR, imPaRtial aNd ResPoNsiBle iN its coVeRage oF issues tHat aFFect 
tHe scHool commuNity. tHe BeaR Facts will Not PuBlisH aNy attack 
mateRial tHat is oBsceNe, liBelous iNVasiVe oF otHeRs’ PRiVacy oR tHat 
eNcouRages PHysical disRuPtioN oF scHool actiVities. it will Not PuB-
lisH aNy mateRial RegaRdiNg iNdiViduals’ ReligioN, geNdeR, age, meN-
tal oR PHysical aBility, etHNicity, Race, cultuRe oR liFestyle cHoices.

tHe BeaR Facts accePts adVeRtisiNg as a FuNdRaiseR aNd ReseRVes tHe 
RigHt to Reject aNy adVeRtisiNg Not iN accoRdaNce witH scHool Pol-
icy.

all editoRials aRe wRitteN By a memBeR oF tHe editoRial BoaRd. 
letteRs to tHe editoRs aRe welcome, But must Be sigNed aNd HaVe tHe 
wRiteR’s HomeRoom. aNoNymous letteRs will Not Be PuBlisHed. all let-
teRs Become tHe PRoPeRty oF tHe BeaR Facts.

staFF 
RePoRteRs:

julia HaldimaNN
samaNtHa caRey
cHase gaRced

editoRial BoaRd
editoR iN cHieF: 

sydNey umstead
News/oPiNioN editoR: 

julia deyouNg
FeatuRe editoR: 

 julia deyouNg
liFe & style editoR: 

josH gaRced
sPoRts editoR: 

julia deyouNg & 
josH gaRced

PHotogRaPHeR:
josH gaRced

adVisoR:
jacQueliNe BRiNkeR

editoRial

Violence does not bring results, only anger, division
In the wake of the riots at the Capitol building in Washington DC last month, many questions 

and observations arose. While the nation condemned the violence that occured that day, it is not 
enough. 

commeNtaRy

studeNt Voices

Jan 6
Capitol riot 
creates
controversyOn Jan 6th, a 

large group of 
pro-Trump sup-
porters attended 

a planned rally not far from 
the Capitol Building and then 
marched down to it where the 
Senate was certifying the elec-
toral college votes. While the ral-
ly and march were planned, the 
events that unfolded were not 
necessarily so. Inspired by his 
remarks and his angry Tweets 
directed at Vice President Mike 
Pence, the group took it too far, 
eventually breaching the walls 
of the Capitol and causing sena-
tors and congressmen to find 
safe shelter within the building.

While it is a citizen’s right to 
protest, that right does not in-
clude violence and insurrection. 
Plainly speaking, violence is not 
the answer.

To protesters who claim the 
only way to make a change is 
through violence, you are wrong. 
From Mahatma Ghandi’s hunger 
strikes in the early 20th century 
in India to the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement’s nonviolent pro-
tests, change has been made. 
Most protests are intended to 
be peaceful but it is certain 
groups of people who attend 
who start the violent behavior.  
Even the Civil Rights marches 
organized by Martin Luther King 

had a peaceful intent because 
King and his followers change 
can occur without violence.  

The media is partly to blame 
for this. Many journalists know 
the popular industry-slogan “If it 
bleeds it leads” so news outlets 
are more likely to cover a violent 
event rather than a quiet one. 
This has led many people to be-
lieve violence is the only way to 
attract attention. And sadly, that 
seems more true these days 
than ever before.

But violence only leads to 
more violence. And violence 
only ruins your future. Many 
people who participated in the 
rioting on Jan 6th are now fac-

ing criminal charges. Their fu-
tures are forever changed. They 
believed in something and they 
believed in it enough to want to 
make a change, enough to try 
to make a change. But the way 
they went about it did not make 
the change they sought. It sim-
ply got them a criminal record 
and some time behind bars. 

Use your voices, yes. Your 
words are powerful when cho-
sen well, spoken loudly, and 
spoken often. Your voices are 
far more powerful than your 
hands. 

Media to blame Shame on police Riots prove divide Reps matter, too

By: Julia DeYoung
On Jan 6th, the Capitol Build-

ing was breached by violent 
protestors thought to be Trump 
supporters. 

Many news and social media 
outlets, such as The Washington 
Posts, claimed these protestors 
were actually ANTIFA disguised 
as Trump supporters. However, 
after further investirgation, the 
claim was found false.

False reporting causes more 
of a divide between the politi-
cal parties and makes people 
believe things that tend to be 
not true. Instead of reporting 
based on opinion, these news 
outlets should report based on 
fact. This would lead to less of 
a divide in America and people 
would actually trust the news 
outlets. 

According to the Pew Re-
search Center of Journalism and 
the Media, multiple polls taken 
from both sides of the political 
divide show more than 50% of 
people distrust news sources. 
Many people also believe the 
news and media is one of the 
main reasons the political divide 
is as bad as it is. 

By: Sydney Umstead
The riots at the Capitol are a 

moment of shame for the Ameri-
can people and have further 
torn the nation apart, risking a 
civil war. 

The riot was a disgrace to the 
foundation of democracy. While 
the Second Amendment states 
it is a constitutional right to 
form a militia, the rioters made 
a mockery out of everything 
the foundingfathers represent. 
Most people who participated 
on Jan 6th exhibit a cult-like fol-
lowing of Donald Trump there-
fore his speech earlier that day 
only incited them further. He is 
tooblame.

“No president could, in good 
faith, respond the way he did 
to such a fundamental threat 
to our democracy,” said Evan 
Schmidt, senior. “I hope the 
American people value democ-
racy, and I hope they are furious 
there were American flags being 
held by white nationalists.” 

Instead of banning together 
as a society, the inability to 
agree keeps weighing down the 
American people, only fueling 
the anger. 

By: Samantha Carey
The police response to the 

Capitol riots was shameful. To 
those officers who did their 
jobs, we thank you. But to the 
others, who put our elected 
representatives and other 
innocent people in danger, 
shame on you.

Videos of Capitol police be-
having in unethical ways have 
gone viral. One shows officers 
taking selfies with some of 
the protestors and one other 
shows the front line of officers 
letting protesters easily past. 

Where was this reaction 
during the Black Lives Mat-
ter protests this past summer, 
when police beat protesters 
and shot rubber bullets? The 
Capitol Police treated the situa-
tion as if there was not a frenzy 
of people committing federal 
offenses. 

It is no secret  most police 
officers tend to vote Republi-
can but despite political views, 
the Capitol Police had a job to 
do and they failed. Your politi-
cal and personal beliefs do not 
trump your professional occu-
pations.

By: Josh Garced
As rioters tried to stop the 

certification of the presidential 
election, Republicans and Dem-
ocrats grouped together in hid-
ing; fearing for their lives.

Rioters did not care who they 
encountered in the building that 
day. They did not ask anyone 
what party they aligned with nor 
did they care. Ironically, their ac-
tions united lawmakers rather 
than further divided them. 

Our representatives are 
more than just our elected offi-
cials, they are humans. That day 
reminded the nation of their hu-
manity. The power of simply be-
ing alive is greater than the vote 
you cast.

On January 6th, our repre-
sentatives were reminded of 
their humanit. Now it is time for 
the rest of the nation to be re-
minded of it as well.

Life is a precious gift. When 
faced with the harsh reality that 
day, they united as one group 
and shed the party lines. Demo-
crats helped Republicans. Re-
publicans helped Democrats. 

“The protest should 
have been done in a 
peaceful manner, not a 
rush on the Capitol.”
- Maria Acramone, senior

“I don’t think it was en-
tirely Trump’s fault but I 
do not support what the 
rioters did.”
- Tristan Karaman, senior

“Trump could have han-
dled it in a different way. 
There could also have 
been better security on 
the premises that day.”
Imran Kadir, senior

all photos taken by Josh Garced
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Update: COVID 19 still demanding restrictions, defiance, change

By: Julia Haldimann
As the new year of 2021 begins, we are still 

following regulations and guidelines on how to 
stay safe from Covid-19. 

According to American Airlines Newsroom, 
American Airlines is providing preflight Covid test-
ing for all US destinations. States such as Penn-
sylvania, Alaska, New York, Vermont and Mary-
land are among the few states who are providing 
tests.

“As travel requirements continue to quickly 
evolve, we’re simplifying the research and CO-
VID-19 testing fulfillment process for an overall 
more seamless travel experience,” said Alison 
Taylor, Chief Customer Officer for American Air-
lines, in early December.

Taylor stated the team she is partnered with 
has “made great strides to help open interna-
tional travel.” 

Meanwhile, Amtrak is also adapting to the 
situation.

“We are limiting bookings on most trains to al-
low for more physical distance in seating areas,” 
said Roger Harris, Amtrak EVP, Chief Marketing 
and Review Officer. “Individuals traveling alone 
may use the seat next to them for personal be-
longings, while friends and family members will 
easily find seats together.”

Health professionals are encouraging travel-
ers to take their own precautions as well and not 
to rely solely on that of the airline or rail company.

“The virus is very susceptible to disinfectant," 
said Dr. Russo, a public health professional. "So 
if you want to afford yourself an extra level of pro-
tection, wipe any areas down with a disinfectant 
wipe that your hand touches.”

By: Chase Garcia
Asynchronous learning 

turned synchronous in Decem-
ber when the building began 
what would amount to one 
month of remote instruction. 

Because of the pandemic, 
teachers are being told to teach 
using different strategies like 
online learning, to keep every-
one safe. While some schools 
have been using synchronous 
learning and  others have been 
asynchronously learning many 
people agree synchronous learn-
ing is better. 

“I like synchronous better 
than asynchronous mainly be-
cause I am in MCTI so I only have 
to be in class until 11am and the 
teachers actually show us what 
to do,” said Dean Arthur, junior. 
“It is very easy to just get up and 
sit in front of a computer for four 
hours.”

Many students believe  they 
are getting a better learning ex-
perience when synchronously  
learning.They are able to ask 
questions and receive immedi-
ate answers rather than having 
to email the teacher and wait for 

a reply.  They also prefer to be 
shown what to do during a lab or 
how to work their way through a 
math problem by talking to their 
teachers via Zoom or Google 
Meet.

“I think synchronous learning 
as a whole is better because it 
keeps students on a schedule, 
said Christine Konstantopoulos, 
physical education. “It gives live 
learning to students who need 
that. Some students need the 
accountability to stay on track.”

Nevertheless, there are 
some issues with teaching via 
live streaming. One is internet 
connection. If a student has a 
poor connection, they can lose 
the feed and then miss out on 
the lesson. The same goes for a 
teacher. If their internet connec-
tion is poor, then the students 
struggle to follow along. 

For some classes, however, 
the subject matter does not 
lend itself to online learning. 
For example, physical educa-
tion is very difficult to do online 
because it is a physically active 
participation class and virtual 
learning is done in front of a 

computer, a stationary activity. 
“Synchronous learning for PE 

is difficult,” said Konstantopou-
los. “I am finding free workouts 
for them to do during our class 
time while they are at home 
with no equipment. This is actu-
ally an important thing to learn. 
It is very difficult to see if the 
students are actually doing the 
workouts I post, but I have to 
trust they are doing some type 
of physical activity in a day.”

Asynchronous learning is oc-
curing on days where the build-
ing is closed due to inclement 
weather.  This is for many rea-
sons including possible power 
outages, shoveling after the 
snow storm and for teachers, 
young children at home to care 
for due to day care closures. 

There has been some discus-
sion of a full five day return to 
the building for all students but 
it is simply discussion.

Therefore, synchronous and 
asynchronous learning are here 
to stay, at least for the time be-
ing.

Hybrid, synchronous learning becomes norm

Chase Garced

This year, the average class size is six and desks are spaced six feet 
apart as some students learn face to face while the other half of the al-
phabet joins the class either via Zoom or Google Meet from home. Drew 
Dymond, social studies, finds himself instructing more from his desk this 
year than he ever has before due to this change in learning. 

Travel industry adjusts to CDC requirements

businesstodayonlinejournal.com
American Airlines is just one of the world’s airlines saying there is unlikely to be 

a return to normal customer volume before 2023. In addition to passenger loss, 
airlines also had to make changes to ensure customer safety, including touchless 
check in stations, sterilizing seats and compartments in between flights, passen-
ger temperature checks and updating cabin filtration systems. Airports also had 
to adjust by changing TSA preflight screenings and rearranging seating at gates 
to allow for social distancing. 

The airline and train industries are 
not the only ones suffering due to the 
pandemic. According to a report re-
leased in November by Cruise Lines 
International Association, the industry 
lost approximately 32 billion dollars 
and 254,000 American jobs in 2020. 
Now that the calendar year has turned, 
the regulations put in place have de-
layed the return of the popular vaca-
tion choice until late spring. 

Celebrities, politicians defy mandates

wikipedia.com wikipedia.com wikipedia.com

Kim Kardashian, at left, drew some ire on social media after throwing a lavish 40th birthday party for herself and doz-
ens of her friends on a private island in October.  While she did require herself and her guests to quarantine and get tested 
before the party, she took criticism for having the large gathering anyway. Kardashian took to social media to acknowledge 
this criticism and apologize for the inability of normal, not-so-famous people to have such an event in the first place.

Governor Andrew Cuomo, NY, center, faced unflattering media coverage after holding an indoor press conference in 
early October and not wearing a mask. Cuomo has been a large proponent of mask wearing and proper social distancing 
and has even launched a public service campaign to promote mask wearing. Many called him a hypocrite after the press 
conference, citing the strict regulations he has established in his state and his frequent public appearances criticizing other 
governors who have not imposed such limitations. 

In July, during the height of pandemic, YouTube sensation Jake Paul, at left, faced his own set of negative publicity after 
he hosted a lavish house party at his mansion outside of Los Angeles.  Videos of the gathering show no social distancing and 
no masks, causing the mayor of Los Angeles to react by instituting a fine for anyone caught without a mask. Mayor Alicia 
Wientraub criticized Paul for being a poor role model to his fans. Paul denied he did anything wrong. 

wikipedia.com wikipedia.com wikipedia.com

Madonna, at left, tested positive for COVID antibodies, announced she did so and then got on an airplane and flew from 
the UK to New York to attend a friend’s birthday party. Meanwile, California governor, Gavin Newsom, was slammed for at-
tending a large indoor gathering in November. Newsom had instituted a regulation in the state limiting indoor gatherings 
to people from no more than three different households but could not abide by his own rule, as reports came out saying 
there were 12 different households at this gathering. Also in California, Senator Nancy Pelosi, who is also the Speaker of the 
House, was all over the news that same month after having her hair done at a California salon while not wearing a mask. 

CDC updates guidelines regarding masks
Besides a federal law requiring masks to be worn when using public 

transportation, the Center for Disease Control (CDC), also released clari-
fication regarding proper masks and faceshields.

The CDC recommends against face shields, N95 masks and vented masks 
but only explains why for the face shields, citing a lack of information regard-
ing their effectiveness.  Doubling up masks, though, is not part of the updated 
guidelines. 

Is the end in sight?  CDC says schools should reopen, draws skepticism
By: Josh Garced

Not only has the Center for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) updated guide-
lines about masks this month but 
the federal agency also released a 
statment saying schools can reopen, 
even if teachers are not vaccinated, 
causing mixed reactions nationwide.

During a White House News brief-
ing earlier this month CDC Director 
Dr. Rochelle Wolensky said, “there 
is increasing data suggesting that 
schools can safely reopen and that 
safely reopening does not suggest 
that teachers need to be vaccinat-
ed.”

Pennsylvania State Education As-

sociation (PSEA) responded to the 
statement by calling on Gov. Tom 
Wolf to prioritize teachers for the vac-
cine. 

Currently, teachers are in Group 
1B in the state’s vaccination plan, 
which puts them behind medical pro-
fessionals, people over 65 and those 
with serious medical conditions, in-
cluding smokers. The Association, 
while stating teachers want schools 
to reopen, is also asking for it to be 
done safely and adhere to the state’s 
guidelines for areas with a “substan-
tial rate of infection.”

Rich Askey, president of PSEA, 
released a statement in response to 
the CDC’s recommendations, saying 

“The health and safety of students, 
staff and our families must be top 
priority. We call on all school district 
leaders to follow the state’s guide-
lines to protect the health and safety 
of everone in our communities.”

Meanwhile, community mem-
bers locally are putting pressure on 
district leaders and the Board of 
Directors to reopen. Many parents 
spoke at the board meetings last 
month encouraging returning to a 
five day a week schedule, however 
St. Luke’s Health Network officials 
recommended against it. 

The district currently has no plans 
to reopen fully. 

PoconoRecord.com

After operating in a hybrid 
mode since August, the dis-
trict has no plans to return 
to a five day a week model 
even after a parent survey 
was administered. 



Facebook.com
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By: Julia DeYoung

From being in the 
school plays to music 
and even to playing 
video games, Alexan-

der Baldwin, senior is involved in 
many school activities and hobbies 
and does not let his disability stop 
him. 

He is in Shakey’s Players, im-
prov club and graphic novel society. 
He loves to play music and video 
games. He is even learning how to 
play the guitar  and  piano in addi-
tion to singing. Baldwin is a regular 
on the stage, especially during cho-
ral concerts as he is a gifted singer.

“I have to decide what is worth it 
and what is notdue to my disability,” 
says Baldwin. “Sometimes I focus 
too much on what I love to do in-
stead of school. 

Baldwin suffers from Becker 
Muscular Dystrophy, which keeps 
him in a wheelchair for most of 

the time. BMD, as it is called in the 
medical field, causes progressive 
weakness of the skeletal and heart 
muscles. It primarily affects males. 
Most people with BMD live to mid to 
late adulthood. 

Baldwin uses a wheelchair to 
get around the halls and  prefers 
to save the energy needed to stand 
and walk around for his Shakey’s 
rehearsals and other theatrical and 
musical interests.

His disability has never stopped 
him and he adapts to each situa-
tion. He plans to seek a career in 
music after he graduates.

“The best way to describe Xan-
der is just to say he is exceptional 
in every way,” said Vanessa Fego, 
director of Shakey’s Players. 

Baldwin perserveres through 
his hardships. Regardless of the 
pain he suffers, he tries to make the 
best of it and stays true to himself. 
Knowing the end is in sight encour-
ages him to keep going and gradu-

ate. 
Anthony Long, senior, has been 

friends with Baldwin since the first 
grade. They are  in Shakey’s play-
ers together and Long has been in 
many classes with him. Long thinks 
he is a joy to be around and is a hi-
larious guy. Baldwin is naturally tal-
ented and sings very well according 
to Long. 

“He’s had a tough life with a lot 
of challenges,” says Long. “Despite 
the hardships and the cards he’s 
been played, he does his best to 
make sure everyone around him is 
happy and laughing.”

Baldwin chose to attend school 
this year face to face in the hybrid 
format rather than enroll in cyber 
school as he enjoys being around 
others and in a social setting.

studeNt sPotligHt

Baldwin enjoys passion for performance despite disability
You might see him wheeling through the halls at the top speed of 15 mph in his motorized chair 

but that is likely not how you know Alexander Baldwin, senior.  You are more likely to know him by 
his passionate performances on stage during the annual Shakey’s performances or his appear-
ance in improv shows.  Baldwin certainly does not let his disability define him. 

Faculty
By: Julia Haldimann

Justine Curcio, world lan-
guage, is more than just your 
typical Spanish teacher. She 
leaves the high school each 
day and heads home where 
she divides her time between 
her one year old son and 
healthy practices like yoga and 
indoor cycling.

“I think any working par-
ent will tell you that it's tough! 
I LOVE being a mom and I 
adored staying home with Se-
bastian the first year, but I also 
missed my PV family,” stated 
Curcio.

Curcio’s son, Sebastian, 
was born in August 2019 and 
Curcio took a leave from school 
to be home with him during his 
first year.  While there, Curcio 
experienced COVID more as a 
parent and wife rather than a 
teacher. The pandemic also af-
fected her yoga practice. Curco 
is a certified yoga instructor.

“I love yoga and am an RYT 
(certified) yoga instructor. Of 
course, due to the pandemic 
I haven't been teaching in stu-
dios or attending classes, but 
I still maintain my practice at 
home,” said Curcio.

Returning to the build-
ing this year, Curcio finds the 
changes in education as a 
result of the pandemic to be 
challenging.

“This past year has been 
challenging for sure but I try 
to focus on the positives, like  
being able to spend more time 
with my family. With school, I 
try to take it one day at a time, 
especially since things are con-
stantly changing,” stated Cur-
cio.

Curcio is also excited to an-
nounce she is expecting her 
second child, which means 
her son Sebastian will be a big 
brother later this year. 

Returning to the 
building after a year 
long maternity leave, 
Justine Curcio, world 
language, did not re-
turn to the normal she 
left behind and while 
trying to adjust to be-
ing a working mother 
and still have time for 
her beloved yoga, Cur-
cio, like many of her 
colleagues, is feel-
ing the strain of the 
times. 

Julia DeYoung

Alexander Baldwin, se-
nior, is prepping for his 
role as Malcolm in this 
year’s Shakey’s Players 
production of “MacBeth.” 
Last year, he was set to 
play Julius Caesar, the ti-
tle character. 

academics

MCTI students
struggle to meet
requirements due
to pandemic

The pandemic has 
not made the school 
year particularly is-
sue free or enjoyable 
and for MCTI stu-
dents, especially se-
niors, some are wor-
rying over meeting 
state requirements 
in time for gradua-
tion but their teach-
ers are  reassuring 
them they will meet 
the requirements de-
spite the fact many of 
them have not been 
to the building since 
January due to snow, 
though, not COVID.

extRa cuRRiculaR

Improv Club not only for aspiring actors
Some members are dreaming of a career on the 

stage. Some members are planning for a career 
in the sciences.  Some members are just enjoy-
ing the time to blow off some steam.  Improv Club, 
which meets every Friday in J103 welcomes every-
one and anyone. 

By: Samantha Carey
The improv club, run by 

Vanessa Fego, is a great way 
to meet new people and build 
teamwork and stage skills. 

Improv is short for improvi-
sational and is a place where 
aspiring actors can meet and 
learn to come up with ideas 
on the spot. You do not need 
to be an actor to join the club, 
just someone who is looking to 
learn teamwork skills and be in 
touch with their creativity.

The club began six years 
ago, when Fego also became 
the director of Shakey’s Play-
ers upon the retirement of Bob 
Young, a gifted teacher and for-

mer director. Shakey’s Players 
consists of a group of student 
actors who perform a Shake-
spearian play every Spring. 

 “In improv, we do improvisa-
tional acting based games that 
allow people to think quickly 
and come up with big ideas on 
the spot,” said Evan Schmidt, 
senior. “We work together to 
do scenes like a show and 
by practicing, we have a lot of 
teamwork skills as well as stage 
experience because you’ve got 
to learn to work within the limi-
tations of the medium.” 

If you join the improv club, 
you can expect a fun and laid 
back environment where you 
can learn teamwork-based and 
performing-based skills. The 
club has performed at Mini-
Thon and has hosted various 
‘Nights of Improv.’ They have 
also performed at Community 
Halloween Night and past Aca-
demic Affairs.

 Fego stresses the down to 
earth atmosphere of the club, 
and often calls it a place where 
students can just relax and 
have fun.

“It’s really nice for people 
who aren’t super ready to take 
on a formal role in a play,” said 
Schmidt.

Anyone interested in join-
ing can see Fego in J-103 for 
more information and the sign 
up sheet. The club meets every 
Friday after school. 

contributed by Vanessa Fego

Playing a game called 
‘Freeze,’ members of im-
prov often play games and 
engage in role play as a 
way for aspiring actors to 
hone their craft but also 
for non-aspiring actors to 
develop their creativity 
and imaginations. 

By: Chase Garcia
Students are struggling to 

secure their hours to get cer-
tified in a trade at MCTI. They 
are trying to do all they can to 
get as many hours as possible 
while fighting the effects of the 
virus.

Hybrid students are attend-
ing class in person two days 
a week and then virtually the 
remaining three. When attend-
ing virtually, the instruction is 
asynchronous. 

“For cosmetology we need 
1,250 hours to become certi-
fied,“ said Nicolette Corrao, 
senior. “Covid has definitely 
been affecting us because 
we mainly get our hours  from 
physically being in MCTI but 
Covid has limited our time 
here.”

Students are taking action 
in trying to find ways to make 
up the hours to get certified. 
They are asking for extra work 
because they are not in school 
everyday to get the qualified 
hours. 

“My teacher has done an 
awesome job by always mak-
ing sure we get as many tasks 
in with the little time we have 
in class,” said Nico Ferrara, 
senior.

Teachers have noticed the 
struggles the students are fac-
ing so they are trying their best 
to help them out as much as 
possible. MCTI students are 
starting to learn more inde-
pendently and are becoming 
very focused on getting the re-
quired hours they need.

contributed by Justine Curcio

Holding her son, Se-
bastian, Justine Curcio, 
world language, like 
us all, looks forward to 
warmer weather and no 
more snow.

CURCIO JUGGLES
PARENTING
TEACHING & YOGA MCTI teachers are 

working with students re-
garding requirements. 
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By: Julia DeYoung
Merklin has been playing 

basketball for six years now. She 
plays as a power foreward and 
averages six points a game. 

With the season coming up, 
Merklin started training with her 
team right after soccer season 
ended. Covid-19 has made her 
nervous that she wouldn’t have 
a season but she is excited to 
play now that winter sports are 
scheduled to occur.

Merklin is a great team 
player and gives her team an 
advantage on the court among 
the other teams. Her year round 
training and work ethic makes 
her a great player. 

“My aggression and commu-
nication is what helps my team 
on the court,” says Merklin. “You 
need to be able to communicate 
to be able to succeed.”

Dan Muir, math, is the girls 
basketball coach. For the last 

six years he has been coach-
ing the youth team but recently 
became the coach of the high 
school team. 

“Merklin is a hardworking, 
full speed and tough player,” 
says Muir. “She will never back 
down and will play hard until the 
end.”

Her teammates also say 
Merklin is a good leader and 
she gets along with everyone. 
She knows how to work here 
way around the court and has 
improved much since she start-
ed playing the game.

“Merklin always gives sup-
port to the team such as ‘you 
got it’ and positive uplifting 
statements to everyone,” says 
Andrea Crilley, junior. “She gives 
her all on the court and is a 
great player!”

seNioR sPotligHt

All around athlete,  Samantha Merklin, junior, is enjoying her final year on the basketball court after the pan-
demic made her worried she would not have had the chance. 

seNioR sPotligHt

Moore seeks to honor classmate with research grant in her name

Merklin happily on court after pandemic raised season doubt

contributed by Samantha Merklin

Looking to pass the ball in a game against East 
Stroudsburg North, Samantha Merklin, junior, is enjoy-
ing her last year on the court for the high school, even 
if she has to wear a mask while playing. 

Q: Did you know Schyler well? If so, elaborate please.
A:  Schyler and I became friends in second grade. We were polar 
opposites of each other. I was very shy and quiet while she was bub-
bly and exciting. My greatest memory is going trick or treating that 
year in the pouring rain, going house to house and having tons of 
fun. Through the years, we still kept in touch and talked often. When 
her diagnosis came in our freshman year, time kind of stopped. It 
was hard to comprehend how close cancer could get to you. Yet, I 
helped as much as I could and talked often so her spirits were lifted. 
The day I found out she passed, like most of the community, I was 
absolutely heartbroken. I am not one to show emotion often, but 
when you mention Schyler and how amazing of a person she was 
then you’ll get something out of me. There is nothing I want more 
than for her legacy to live on. We should never forget who she was 
and who she still is to us.

Q: Can you give some background about the fundraising 
competition?
A: The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Students of the Year is a 
seven week fundraising competition among students and student 
teams across our area. For us, our area extends to the Lehigh Val-
ley and North Poconos. In order to sign up for LLS SoY you must 
be a student in high school during the campaign and must sign 
up through the LLS office. (Funny I mention that, we’re looking for 
someone to continue my “legacy” so if you know anyone who will 
be at PV next year let me know!!) Not too many rules are in place, 
however, the main one is that during the January 6th-February 27th 
timeline all fundraising totals must be a total secret and no one can 
be told what your total is! In addition, you can have a team of up to 
three people. I chose to ride solo. On February 27th we will gather 
via Zoom and find out who has raised the most money (crowned 
Students of the Year).

Q:  Why did you choose to take this on?
A: I have always been passionate about fundraising and helping the 
community. In the past, I was the top fundraiser for our MiniTHON 
numerous times. Ever since her diagnosis and her eventual pass-
ing, I have kept close with the Herman’s and strived to help their 
foundation and keep Schyler’s memory alive. Participating in LLS 
SoY was just a great way to continue that. A sense of competition 
while fundraising is always fun, even though there is one common 
goal. In addition, the research grant opportunity LLS SoY provides 
in which I can name a research grant in honor of Schyler once I sur-
pass $50,000 is truly why I am continuing this campaign.

Q: How are you handling the constant schedule chang-
es for the dress down days, which are a major part of 
your fundraiser?
A: Good question... I’m going to go a little broader with this ques-
tion. COVID has provided many, many barriers with this campaign. 
It is very difficult to fundraise in such a trying time. I try to remind 
people that cancer and treatment doesn’t just come to a halt due 
to this pandemic, it is ongoing. Numerous times we have had to 
cancel and postpone events due to weather, COVID or simply lack of 
interest. As for school appropriate events, dress down days is a big 
one. We were originally scheduled for the beginning of February and 
unfortunately, the snow has pushed us to the final week of Febru-
ary pending any weather. This is a problem. The deadline for funds 
to be in for my campaign (to go towards the Grand Finale totals) is 
Friday at 4pm, right as our final dress down wraps up. Now, I’ll get 
into something kind of complicated that makes pushing these dress 
downs okay. Technically, if I don’t reach the $50,000 by February 
27th, I can still continue fundraising (which is my plan!) through 
June 29th. My funds will not go towards the title Students of the 
Year in this case, but frankly it was never for the title. I want that 
grant for Schyler. So, I am going to fundraise through that date so be 
on the lookout for many events leading into the Spring.

Buccaneers, Brady
win Super Bowl LV

Being the first ever 
team to play a Super 
Bowl on their home 
field but not the first 
underdog team to 
win, Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers outplayed the 
Green Bay Packers to 
win the coveted Lom-
bardi Trophy and the 
title of Super Bowl LV 
Champions. 

Forbes.com

By: Julia DeYoung
Tampa Bay Buccaneers won 

the Super Bowl and played in 
on their home field for the first 
time in NFL history. Buccaneers 
played against the Kansas City 
Chiefs and win it 31-9 without 
letting the Chiefs score a touch-
down. 

“The vast majority of Bucca-
neer players won their first NFL 
championship on Sunday but 
the victory was the seventh in a 
Super Bowl for quarterback Tom 
Brady, extending his own all-
time league record,” according 
to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
website. 

Tom Brady, Buccaneers 
quarterback, won Super Bowl 
MVP and his 7th Super Bowl 
ring, more Super Bowl wins 
then any franchise alone. Brady 
doesn’t plan on leaving anytime 
soon, either. 

According to the Bucca-
neers, “The fifth seed in the 
NFC to begin the postseason, 
the Buccaneers beat three divi-
sion winners away from home 
– Washington, New Orleans 
and Green Bay – and then took 
down another division winner in 
the Super Bowl.”

The Buccaneers started out 
as the fifth seed in the playoffs 
and won their way to the Super 
Bowl. Since they weren’t looking 
the best during the season, no 
one thought they could pull of 
the Super Bowl. 

Overall, the Super Bowl led 
the Buccaneers to their 8th 
straight win ending with a 15-5 
record on the season. 

Approximately 22,000 
fans, roughly 7,500 of 
which were health care 
workers, attended Super 
Bowl LV on Feb 7th. While 
it was the lowest attended 
game, it was historical 
nonetheless for both Tom 
Brady, quarterback and 
the team itself, hosting on 
its own field. 

NatioNal

courtesy of Tyler Moore
Tyler Moore, senior, dressed as a magician,stands 

next to Schyler Hermann who passed away in 2017 af-
ter a battle with leukemia. Moore, now  a senior, is rais-
ing money for a research grant in her name. This was 
taken in 2009 at the PVE Halloween Parade. 

Tyler Moore, senior, has always been compet-
itive just not on the athletic field. Moore finds 
joy in raising money for needy causes. After the 
senior class lost classmate Schyler Hermann, 
in the fall of 2017 to leukemia, Moore wanted a 
way to contribute to her legacy and honor their 
friendship, so he chose to fundraise for a grant 
in her honor.


